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their own party meetings as well as meetings of the various
societies and organizations in which they are interested.
% They also receive a vast amount of correspondence.
Many of the letters are from constituents who feel aggrieved
at some decision or action of the government or a local au-
thority. Each such letter must be carefully examined, the
matter investigated, and a considered reply sent to the writer.
M.P.s also receive letters on political matters of the day,
urging them to support such and such a policy or to sponsor
a Bill on some subject or criticizing some speech they have
made. The wise M.P. replies courteously to all such letters.
In addition, of course, the Member visits his constitu-
ency at regular intervals. Many Members make a practice* of
spending alternate week-ends in their constituencies. Part of
the time is spent addressing political meetings, conferring
with constituency political associations, opening bazaars, and
in other ways participating in the public life of the locality.
The Member will also visit the different parts of his con-
stituency at advertised times in order to be available to help
and advise constituents. Many constituents come with trou-
bles and difficulties which are easily dealt with by a simple
explanation of the proper procedure a citizen should adopt in
his dealings with officialdom, but other matters raise more
human and personal difficulties. The M.P. needs to combine
in one person the wisdom and skill of the political scientist,
the psychiatrist, and the minister of religion.
During the parliamentary recesses Members also have
duties to perform. Parliamentary delegations may visit for-
eign parliaments, and committees of inquiry may travel to far
corners of the earth to investigate matters of currerft con-
cern. Conferences of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, the different or-
gans of the United Nations, and such bodies as the Council of
Europe demand the attention of Members.